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Mock Trial Team Gains VALUABLE EXPERIENCE  

12

Dates to Remember: 
• March 7 – Spring MAP Testing Begins 

• March 23 – End of 3rd Quarter 

• March 30 – Good Friday 

• April 2-9 – Spring Break (students) 

 

THE PANTHER 
PRESS  

By Savannah Patrick,  
Newspaper Staff  

On January 20th, the Lake 
City High Mock Trial Team 
took a trip to the Doctors 
Bruce and Lee Foundation 
Library to participate in the 
Color of Justice Program.  
 
This was the team’s first 
experience with mock 
trials, and it was deemed a 
major success by both 
students and staff alike!  
 
Young attorneys from 
across South Carolina 
conducted a scripted mock 
trial where students from 
LCHS got the opportunity 
to volunteer for roles within 
the trial.  
 
Afterwards, the attorneys 
answered questions about 
their careers while the 
students ate Chick-Fil-A.  
 

 
The students were 
encouraged to pursue a law 
career and learned that 

most of the attorneys 
present felt that anyone is 
capable of a career in law as 
long as they are committed.  
 
Junior Zaria Cameron loved 
the experience and felt like it 
was more than worth giving 
up a free morning to 
participate.  
 

  

Zaria said, “From that trip, I 
learned about how the trial 
process goes and the 
different things that I need to 
prepare myself for. I plan to  
       go to college and work 
       in a field dealing with 
       law.” 
 
       The program concluded  
        at one o'clock, but the 
        students were provided 
        with information that 
             could benefit them  
             for years to come.  
 
Coach Rabon Parker, the 
team’s sponsor, added, “I am 
grateful to the SC Bar Young 
Lawyers Division for hosting 
the LCHS Mock Trial Team. 
Our team was able to 
interact with practicing 
attorneys and take part in a 
real mock trial.”  
The team intends to make 
plans to host its own mock 
trial in the near future. 
 



 Lorem Ipsum 

By Breanna Pierson, newspaper staff 

What do you teach and why is it 
important? 

LEM: I teach Spanish, and it is 
important because we are a 
multicultural world. Spanish shouldn’t 
be the only language we embark on, 
but since I’m Puerto Rican, Spanish is 
something I love to teach.  

Where did you attend to college? 

LEM: I received my first bachelor's 
degree in English from the University 
of South Carolina in 1990. In 2012, I 
earned my second Bachelor's degree 
in Spanish. I presently am pursuing a 
master’s in education from Grand 
Canyon University. 

Why do you teach, and why is it 
important to you? 

LEM: Teaching gives me a purpose. 
Where there are children, there is light. 

What do you do in your free time? 

LEM: I tend to be up in the evening 
doing my schoolwork, spending time 
with my son, and preparing for school.  

  

After nearly a decade of 
dodgeball, Lake City Soccer 
Coach Matt Luna elected to 
go with a change as he 
planned the soccer 
fundraiser this year. 

This year, Coach Luna 
reached out to members of 
the community to come join 
the student body in a game 
of kickball whose proceeds 
would benefit the boy’s 
soccer teams.  

“I wanted the student body to 
see members of the 
community in a positive 
way,” Luna said.  

“It’s a small community, and 
it’d be nice to get beyond our 
school walls and have more 
involvement with the people 
out there, so I was very 
grateful that they showed 
up.” 

LCHS Participates in kickball 
fundraiser 

Teacher 
Spotlight  
Ms. Lysandra 
Evans-Mendez Members of the Lake City Fire 

Department, Police 
Department, and Artfields all 
showed up to show their 
support for the students.  

Lake City Chief of Police Kipp 
Coker agreed with Coach Luna 
that the kids needed to see 
their community leaders in a 
different light.  

“We wanted to have interaction 
with the kids and show that 
we’re not just adults doing our 
own thing, and we wanted to 
bridge that gap between the 
police department and the 
kids,” he said. “We just wanted 
to have fun and enjoy ourselves 
with one another.” 

The game was very competitive 
as the student body just 
narrowly avoided an upset, 
coming out victorious by a 
score of 4-3. 
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If you’ve ever wandered 
the halls between classes 
and seen a man 
affectionately referred to 
as colonel standing watch 
by the T, then you know 
exactly who Colonel 
Houston Smith is. 

 
Colonel Smith retired 
from the military and 
elected to bring his 
extensive knowledge to 
the classrooms of Lake 
City High School as an 
instructor for the JROTC 
program. 

A former veteran of 
Vietnam, Colonel Smith 
cites his mother as the 
person who shaped him 
to be the man he is 
today.  
 
It was her that taught him 
to live by his life motto: 
the golden rule. She also 
taught him the value of 
honesty. 

Colonel Smith describes 
his military experience 
as one that was 
adventurous, diverse, 
and enjoyable.  
 
He built lifelong bonds 
with members of his unit 
and thoroughly enjoyed 
the opportunities that the 
military presented to him.  
 
Colonel now is retired 
from the JROTC 
program but remains 
with the school district as 
a behavior intention 
assistant. 
 
When asked why he 
elected to remain on 
staff instead of retire, he 
simply responded, “I love 
being around our 
students.” 
 
It is hard to picture the 
hallways of our school 
without hearing Colonel’s 
cheery welcome as he 
greets students each 
and every morning. 
 

Meet Colonel Houston Smith 

Words of Wisdom 
By Jacqueline Bridges 

Newspaper Staff 
 
Mrs. Lisa Evans: “No man for any 
considerable period can wear one 
face to himself and another to the 
multitude, without finally getting 
bewildered as to which may be 
true.” - Nathaniel Hawthorne 
 
Coach Jade Johnson: “Appreciate 
the ordinary of every day because 
that’s what makes every day 
extraordinary.” - Oprah Winfrey 
 
Coach Matt Luna: “When you can’t 
change the direction of the wind - 
adjust your sail.”  
- H. Jackson Brown Jr. 
 
Ms. Sarmeka Major: “Why fit in 
when you were born to stand out?” 
- Dr. Seuss 
 
Coach Kristal Martinez: “When 
someone shows you who they 
really are, believe them.”  
-Maya Angelou 
 
Coach Ashley Dress: “Difficult 
times can define you, diminish you, 
or develop you. You decide.”  
- Jim Kwik 
 
Mr. Chad Martin: “Young people 
need models, not critics.”  
- John Wooden 
 
Mr. Josh Jennings: “To give 
anything less than your best is to 
sacrifice the gift.” – Prefontaine 

By Deanna Reynolds,  
Newspaper Staff 

Baseball Action: 
 

March 7   - Home, 6:30, Lamar 
March 9   - Away,  6:30, East Clarendon 
March 13 - Home, 6:30, Dillon 
March 14 - Away,  6:30, South Florence 

 


